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B WELCOME _

IF YOU'YE NEVER ridden a sports twin
then you could be missing out on one of
the best exporiences in matorcycling.
+ Where four-cyfinder sportsbikas and
i their enormous top-end wallop can
i leave you feefing intimidated, twins
daliver thifr stormp in a totally diffarant
- ey, The broad spread of power allows
| you to exploit so much more of the
i engine's pobential. You can feel the
| individual power pUises and it makes
+ for an exhilarating. yet user-friendly,
i txporience. Aprilia’s much-undarrated
i Faico, Ducati's ar-cooled 100008,
el 5

For this issus, I'm joined by our
regular test team in the shape of Kev
and Des as well freelanca road tester,
Dala Lomas...in the shape of a s
space hopper. Ha'll be writing this test
while | gat an with some holidays.

Thanks to thosa of you who've
written in with commants on our read
tests - it's greal to get feedback,

Hand. 4 Fi or had A [’ "

| Suzuki's cheap-gs-chips SV1000S are f there are any bikes you think we're
ofl machines that'll smear a grinacross  overlooking. See you all next manth.
mast riders’ faces. What's more, the Tim Skilton, chief road tester

A

N _- 4
Dale Lomas, 24 Des 0°Connell, 58 Kev Smith, 35

i

He's ridden every model Faet and smooth, Dos i Lives to ride and rides ‘oo
made in the lastdocade ol enough to be many s choapar than a car
and can sheays find the poophe’s dad And he just  Mew's Scattish reots keep
marest Littho Chef. might be with that grin!  him canny in a crise

SUMMER riding. W love it. Warm weather
dry roads, 15 hours of sunshine a day

= you just can't beat it. Trouble is. it's late-
August and Britain's enduring the westsst
summer it’s seen in years. Even worse,
the rain's interspersed with bouts of hot
sunshine, which, as we're sure you all
Tenow, draws spilt of and diesel out of the
Tarmac, creating a super-slippery surfacs
with the Eghtest smattering of rein.

50 28 we head off on cur 500-mil test
route, we're all pretty chuffed about being
on such usar-friendly machines. Theyre
on gret tyres too. These machines coms
on a wide variety of rubber. so to creste
alevel playing fisld we fitted 28 four with
Bridgestona BT0Ms, They re supeeb doan
the bwisties and confidence-inspiring in

The journey out of town is peppered
with off-cambar mini-roundabouts and
treacherously shick manhols covers. but
the Aprifia Faico isn't bothered at . It
icks its way through the harands (ke the



class act it is, happy to lead the pack out
of Paterborough an the way to the finest
Fuland backroads. The same goes for the
SVID00 and VTRIOOO FiraStorm - the big
twing producing far more traction then
you'd ever credit. Both the VTR and the
5W are held in check with a safter power
curve in the first and second gears, so
you c2n be enthusiastic with the throttle
without risking an accidental wheehe
or wheatsgin, In fact, the delfivery is 56
smoath and strong down kw, that the:
TR, SV and Falco are easier to ride in
thesa conditions than big-capacity
iling fours. There's encugh steering lock
o take on the challenges of a rush-hour
Monday marming and the lazy wallop of
the Honds's engine makes the VTR a
particularfy nica bike to pull away from
sy unctions. The SV i just as cil,
Thae excegition i the feisty Ducati
A very firm Ohdins rear shock, combined
with massive punch from tickover,
conspire to make the Ducati a little more
of 2n epert’s maching. Every time one
of thasa big pistons makes a downwarnd
stroke, you can feal the tyre puise and

squirm. Even with the sticky BT01s fitted
t's encugh to make you think twice before
pulling away hard. The riding pesition's
nors too clever either, the low-shing bars.
PUS PrESSLUe on your wrists and drop your
head too low to see over the traffic. The
Aprilia, Suzuki and Honda feel perfactly
natural dodging around smoky cld taxis
but the Ducati's wide turning circle and
purechy power defivery are hard work

WE GOT quotes for a 32-year-okd

cityiving biker with twa year's NCB
o get an idea of what theyl cost to
cover. As you can see there's (it to

choose between them. Quotos arm for |

a fully-comp policy in @ medium-risk
posteode. Thanks to Bennetts.cousk
Aprilia Falca: E660

Duscati 1000DS: £696

Heonda FireStorm: £658

Suzuki SY1000S: £661

[ SECOND OPINION

HAME; Des 0'Connell, road tester

W APRILIA

I's top dog in this company with power
and handing to satisfy. To completa the
package, you get Fresh styling and top
auality components. | would chocse

i this meoded over other Apriia race reps

because of its allround abiliy. On the
dowresida | found the seat.a bit tal,
fusssy detaifng in the cockpst anes and
upside-town ket hand swizchgear. OK
it's somathing you will pet to usad to but
why i it ke that in the first place?

= HONDA

| remember testing the VTR when it first
came out | loved it then, but the game:
has moved and the bike hasn't kept
pace. It's still a mice looker, in a chunky,
neat way, but improvements ane needed
in power and suspension to bring the

Honda back to the top.

= SUZUKI
T ridden the
650 version
and been quite =
impressed. The big ‘un & only
margineslly taller and sighsly fatter but
2 whele lot more powerful. For me.
this bika is challenging the Aprika for
top péace with a very wiling and strong
engine. The suspension needs a bt of
tweaking, but it's a joy to ride.

m DUCATI

|ean't make rry mind up sbout this
béke. | want to e it and in 3wy | do.
it's not a winner but it's certaimly not a
loser ither .. The Duke warks really well.
gutsy power in a fir handing chassis,
two fingered braking. curvaceous good
looks and very, very red. So what don't

1 ka7 | can't quite put my finger on it
sk again after my third pint, or perhags
| jurst fielt i hevvie with the 998,



il the way out of town. As we approach
the national speed kmit signs, thera's a
definibe running order:

Tst Fakeo

2nd FireStorm
2nd SY10005
Ath 100005

Suddenly the order reverses. Diry fines.
appear down twisty country kanes and
the 100005 comes into its own. That
fully-adjustable Ohlins rear shock and the
simnilar-spec upside down forks see the
Ducati leaping down the backianes Fke a
dog on a scent. its exhaust note barking as
the rider short-shifts through the gears.
Mathing can step it.

The Apriia and Suzuki are keeping up.
but the VTR's starting to slap and protest.
The Honda's forks are just toa soft to
handle more than one job at a time. You
can esther go over a bump, go around a
comner or brake. Don't try two at once, it's
not fun. Do off three and it's plan scary

=
The FireStorm’s motor is great below

B6000rprm, but above that it’s starting to
vibrate. And the gearbon is terrible. It's ke
ehinbing & broken ledder. Factor i
decidecly average brakes. and it's hardly

surprising the Honda's getting left behind.

A of these bikes enjoy being short:
shifted through the twisty stuff, butit's
Aprika's 60" V-twin engine that's providing
the smoothast ride. Blessad with the
decent suspensicn and a fantastic riding
nosition, the Apeia rider’s ahweys the
mast relaxed of the bunch, and never the
skowest. The de-tuned RSV Milis motor
packs a blend of the Ducati’s low-down
stomp and the SV's revvy powes, while the
gearber i & world away from the Honda's
clunky effort. The Aprika's Brembo brakes
ara definitely tha best of the bunch and,

e the sporty Ducati, they'va got kevar-
firming staindess fnes a3 standard.

Thee SV freels Faster down the straights,
but it's decaptive = it's no quicker than the
Faleo. You've got to realy rv the Suzd
bo get the bast from it - 8 most unflely
trast for a Btre Vtwin, but there you ga.
The suspansion’s defirstely kacking. too,

d to the A

Duacati and Aprilia. The right-wan-up forks
just aren't as supclle, although they're stil
better than the Honda's dated efforts.
Between the two Japanese bikes, Suruli’s
W00 is dofinitely pushing ahead;
prewiding & quicker ride for less effort
than the clunky old FireStorm. But it can't
riail the Halians through the twisty shuff.

o take the lead in a backlane scratch? ifs
just got to be the Ducati. The air-cooled
thoroughbred has top-notch components
and brifiant cormering which just edge
ahead of the simiarly goed Aprilia Faica.
Having said that, the Faleo i sasier to
ik, 50 if you're bulding experience tut
rmay be your top choice hers,
Then the FiraStorm’s f




the seat. The bike tips into
ke

foals far more natural™
But that's not the anly
mod. The forks ang ratsed

sharpen tha =teering and he's

mwnﬁts{mhm
leans over further on the
stand) and REG crash bungs.

m&ﬁmm dragging anything, amywhere.

through the yoke by 10mm to

Rides a Sumdd SY10005 Then a mate said he should
s Fitsk the SV, and
mwhnst&ﬂvlssonundock"d | “Iboughtthe Suzukijustto it went weil.
impressed, we stop for fuel, a weather S ridearound of an evening.” S wedl, in fact, that
check and & route-planning session. :  sys Pete. "] never intended to  Pete started modding thers
| modify it, honesth!”
151100005 i Patebought his SV after
2nd Faleo i recovening froma mayor drag
nd SVI000 racng accident and at the time
Hth FireStorm ectaned he would no lnger be
-ROADS
The roads open up just a few minutes
before the skies do. Once again, we find
cursehves riding through flood scenes
reminzscent of Hellywood blockbuster
Tha Dley After Tornorrow. Jugoemauts
throw up bow-waves of filthy speay.
maving throwgh the murk and mist e

3790 ships. Tha four V-twins foel e
speedboats, glancing off standing water
&nd zipping anound the skwer moving
traffic. Their widely-spaced power
putses are finding plenty of grip in the
treacherous conditions. But, as speeds
increase on the dual carmiageways, the
Ducati’s starting to feel a ittla weak.
Lacking th top-and pu® of the Aprilia

siced swinger. The tank is
nearly 25 litres (up from 18),
50 the thirstiness isn't so
bad now.” Even the mirrors
are modified RI stabes, "Wy
elbows gat in the way with
e Honda ones.” says Daz.
But Dz, f you sow a bie
ke this on patrol wouldn't
you have to pull it over?
“Erer. can | keep my right
to sikence?

and lost its rear shock. 1t
‘sounds mad, but it helps
get the powsr down in drag
racing. Pate can rev the SV
to B000rpm, dump the chutch

Erm_weiomotsureabot
St s g



a0 Sumdd, the 1000DS is gatting left
behind. But that's not the only problem.
Discomfart is setting in 25 well. The
finey-tuned racetrack suspension is still
tulling your braiin about every bump, ripple,
pothale and puddle. But sat on mila-after-
mile of fast-paced trunk road, o that info's
the last thing you want. Tha low fairing is
creating the sort of turbulence normally
oy experipnced by sticking your head
ina M7 engine and ranwater is forced
down every nook and cranmy. But we get
o dry off for 4 bit as Tim holds up a hand
and peints to the tank of the FireStorm.
Again Jusst 80 miles ara shawing on the
Honda's simele-loaking clocks this time.
The Dussti 5t had 50 miles to go whis
tha Aprika and Suzuki can both get 150
between fillups,

Pulfing out of another petrol station,
the Aprifia i a revelation. It's comfy,
wedhprotected and a real pleasure to
manoeuTe through the darkening fug
The clocks ane straight off the Mils,
oHfiing everything from an adjustable
shift bght (to ell you when to change
pear) to a brip computer with top spoeds,
averages and even lap times. And despite
s hati-faired appearance, the reality is
voure reary 3t well locioed after as on
aHonda VFR. The clip-on bars ane quite
igh - Ear higher than the ones on.an
RSV Ml - 50 you get a comfy, uoright
riding position. The Apeiia's screen does a
waud job too, keeping your shou'ders and
neck out of the westher. Midrange somph
bunds Aawlessly into top-end power as
the Aprika sats the pace.

The Honda's a similar story in tarms
of ergonomics. The riding position is pure
sperts-toures, comfy low-set footpags
and natural-feeling bars. The smoath

I SECOND OPINION

IRAME: Tim Skilten, chief read tastur

m FALCD
MApriia’s SL1000 Faleo is a stunmingly
good matorcycla. it uses a retuned
wvarsian of Aprilia’s RSV Mile enging
and while it lacks the fullon poise of
i the Mile. it's a far better road machine
 inmany ways. The sightly higher
positicn of the Falco's bars makes it
distinetly easier on the wrists and far

the Monster 100005 fast month, this
bike was e 2 breath of fresh air. The
mator felt punchy, the handling was
taut and responsive and the brakes flt
strong with loads of feadback - even
the gearbox was good. | was impressed
by the bike's top-netch hardware too,

good in the tums,
foo, and quickly
despatched tha .
FireStorm when it came to outright
cormering performance. My only dislike
of the SV was the build cuakity, Our bike
had covered a few thowsand miles and
ook

long runs. What's

| man. you sit more in tha bike, rather

than being perched an top of it, which
i agan mabes for a far better every
+ day proposition. The performance is
shrong throughout the rev range, if a

fitthe glitchy at fow rpm, the brakes are
st right and the handling's light and
predictabla. My winner hands down.

W DUCATI
Thee Duucati was the surprise of tha
bunch. After the disappcintment of

TEST

mid-range is imgressive oo, What's not so
chever is the way tha engine vibrates.

The SV is scrapping with the Honda
again though. With similar lrveds of comifort
and civlity, it also boasts a lovely top-end
whack. The screen is also a ittle bit mone
orotective. although the pegs are sightly
more rear-set than the Honda's. it's tit-
for-tat in the Japanese corner. Then the
Henda's fusl ight blinks. Again. The Sundki
doesn't have the greatest tank range but
it's better than the VTR - depcty edior
Simon Brown has one and says the light
narmally comes on st 116 mies. Longer
trips s that figure rise to 130.

On

the fully was ropy already.

well inpressive. | rackan the 100005 downpipes look very tatty in no time,

would make a reasanable first big-bora

sportsbike and stil 2 great bike for W HOWDA FIRESTORM

5 dars, aithough the dry | FareStortn five ysars ago

clutch takes some getting used towhen  and didnt much care for it. The Honds's

you first climb aboard. mator felt rough when revwed hard and
the gearbox was just awful, The tank ¢

= SUZUNI SY10005 range is sbysmal, the mirrors are justas

I've #warys Iiked the SVBS0S and was
really locking forward to riding the
litre-sized version. It's sasy to ride,
not too bad at fow speeds and has
decent performance throughout the
ey range although, uniks the Ducati,

it needs thrashing for best results. It's

biad and the bike shages quite badly ver

bumpy surfaces if pusted hard. The only

redeaming factors are the midrenge
unch from the mater and the bike's
strong buikd quakity. The bie would have
o be & reatly appealing price 1o tempt
e to buy another

the Aprilia, Honda and Suzuki are 2 easy to
et comfy on. You can pullin your elbows,
Funch your shoulders a little and finda
pessition that'l get you ha'f way through
France before teatime. The only way to get
comby with the Ducati would be to phane
the A% and it in the rescue truck.

Tst Falea
2nd S¥1000S
Ard FireStorm
4th 100005
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O REAR SHOCK | Py —
"l HUGEER i A guality urit that's fully adjustabls. bMake | Pﬂﬂﬂ"iﬂ'ihf]mﬂ:'.[llmw
Thz Faden dosn't come with one a5 1 i sure yvou start with the setiings n the 1 Torqua (lested) BLESR i T250mm
standard, but it does need one. Thes NS i handbook, and never change mona than

Chasais Sl b bearm

urit is particularly pood as i's Bg enpugh o thing &L a time. A badly ssl-uo Faleo wnight 150k (41680
bo caver the shock as well as the wheel ' isn'tmuch funatall b e et
T . BB ASTIRIIE T N 4 L MR ::._._ . Fuslcapacity 21 litres (4 52gal)
g S re— i Z::____ Fued comsumprtion 3 dmpg

: s I -~ ; Tyres 12070 x ZRTY: 055 x ZRTY

MU Inssranca group i

Teg specd T mgh

OEXHAUSTSYSTEM = omibon bspmnee || ) STARTER COGS

The original system is quite fruity, but i you | rmuck, the plate to which it sttaches is st a funny i A Few sarber Faloos stripped their starter cogs
wveant some carbon race cans, be canaful as the ¢ angle. Many peophs Swap this plate for a mors ; ¢ aharth after defenry. They ware all fined under
hﬂ'ﬁa'smmmmmanMmﬁ ; ; mmmmw{mmaﬁm i warranty, but bumping a twin isn't easy!

£6448 APRILIAFALCO

Thought ltalian meant expensive? Think again...

T el Ve kg Bl o Tl i
o i this whels test. Planty of adiustment for tet-up trips with thesa rather foreaful Brembo Fur-pots

b § CHANGE

W8 LIKEIT

Grabrait are ahways welcome, but hese are tan swbward angle.  They ray ok daunting, bt these locks are ol i complicated
aee] passangers end up having to beist their wrists to get a grip a5 you want to make them, Bz gradustes will kv 'sm_




i SPECIFICATIONS
) ENGINE Engie Uk ¢80P Viwin e

1] TUHIHG MODS Rumours persist about a knocking noise, even Power{tested)  102bho & 5i0rom
The biggest modifications on the SV, like on low mileage machings. I's said to be down Tn-—[muﬂ 471 % Fo00km

most twins. are with tha intalelehausst ¢ toexcess play in the main bearings bt this
systems. Aftermarkat cans, a Power : sounds doubtful 2 TLI00-based engines
Commander and a high-performance air hava been succassfully wsad on many models.
fiker shou'd add up to 10bhg. L

O CLUTCH

) SEAT Mthough the chich s prone ta a sl amount U STERIHG DﬁMPER
The SV's seat isnt 2 strong paint. Planty of of ratla (usually from the primary clutch basket) | W prefer to fit
owners complain of 8 numb bum within 100 t the Suzuki plates ane mone than cagable of i dnnechnMsmquMmmn

mlea&m«magalmmtrsmrrm. ¥ hm!hmrmm\fm‘nm 1 the non-adjustable standard unit.

£6049 SUZUKI SV1000S

Stonking value, but the build quality isn’t the best

Mhmnmlﬂahm“ LD s ok ioh TR g
i s et ol ok ands afracact Pl are popular




. OPLASTICTANK
USE!’I'I!IG I]PTII]HS | The ey stled bk cn bo amnoying. |
I you'ra fesfing sporty, Ducati H i when it comes to fitting tank bags but you
i Parformance offer a single-suat tal i + can run straps arourd the frame. The bike :
unit for arcund E500. Net that there's i sntﬂ\alwﬂyfamnmm i
amything wrong with taking a pilfon on | P S e L L A
this particular thoroughbred. §

O FOURVALVE ENGINE

) WHEELS § Tho Dt s st ta e yinder. That
The 100005 comes with five-spale Marchesini iomay bt the ad
wheels and Michefin Pilgt tyres although we used © you get loads of low-down performance, which

Brmmsasamwhxuutm 7 E mmmnumisnicspm

£7250 DUCATI 1000DS

It's the most pricey here, but it's got loads of character

SPECIFICATIONS
Enginn a4, 00 i Vtwin, 8520
Power (ested) 84 7o & 7900rpm
Tww-uw od) B3k @ 5800pm

: ) DRY CLUTCH

i It's quite grabby and very ncisy. And whyithas |
i to bequite sa heavy to use is bayond us. It's only

i gotto contrel 84-0dd horses..




() REAR SEAT

Under the standand seat cowd is a decent
pion perch. The passenger footpegs ane
ta sensible height too, but these’s no

grabrail so your pilfion will have to hold o

toyouinstead.

o RE!.R SHOCK

Owners recommend a Parsie rear shock as the
mm-ﬁc.umiamhackm The standard

mﬂmmahandcwl;s:smrsa

) FUEL RANGE

: Tha fuel tark has been increased to nearly

19 litres, but the reserve ight still blinks
at B0-90 miles without fadl. The guziing
carbs leave the bika making the odd pop
#nd bang on tha over-run too.

- OENGINE

Apart frem an sraying choke kever (which
won't stay out) there's not much wrong. There
harve been isolated cases of camchain tensicner
nmmmmmmuswwmmn

£6699 FIRESTORM

Bit long in the tooth, but the Honda's still worth a look at the right price

SPECIFICATIONS

Engine Ve B 0", Vetar, BB
Power (1esied) 93.3ho & 8800pm
Torque (tested) 62 256 & 6800pm
Chassis brsga duminam
Dry welght 103 (424680
Seat height Emen (318w
Fuel capacity Wiresid2 g
Fuel consumption 2oy
Tyres 12070 IRT: 18055 x IR
N insurinee groan.

) FRONT END

Many ewners firm up the Forks by changing the
il for a heavier 15w option. Sintered pads help
improve the braking perfiormance.

there i ‘@ stordy lock, or much else. down there




0 5OMP [DiNoCURVES

s o ezt from | MAX POWER

four 1000cc Vewirs, : i Sendkd Max power: ¥i2A2kbp
trw are o souches e i

: W Ducati Max power: B4.708hp

raca o Bllmph. The Fakco's ok o
superbSttie and cluich powar: 33.328hp
win the da the 5 coming Agriia Mt power: 103.57bbe
sncond, The heawy ditch .
s s o whesbe, |

Oine s 768

oo gt (RPU T 00T
L 3 e - sy Y ‘The Ducati is way bebind on pask
V : BN e T e SR e T e povesbuthas lnty f pokat e
b loveer end of the rew range.
100-0MPH | MAX TORQUE
i W Suki Max torgua:
The SVI00S vers )
O SHos 452
butthe FrnStormcoming. |5 z
sboond was ared surprise,
ghven ity soft front end.
e irfenced the resits.
for the Ducati and Apria, s
But nok by much. ] .

60MPH-100MPH

P
Al our Vs Pave descent aenound of-
o Rorrun, that e plenty of
user-frisndly performance as you pull way.

lllﬁlldrhhkahﬁm
who owns an infine:
qu“uwhm

“THEY'RE REALLY tractable. | know it's
mummuaummmm

l'ulwﬂuwilmhnnlhm
“The S¥1000

m-h dhrcl MMM:H{MN&W

S ol PP ;
-mmumimlnm

ride, and | was

.mel-mhlmmhm




And the winner is...

16 TWINS Bl these mske an ideal
first stop int ftra biles. They cosset

Hewever, if you've got wafer-thin shiders,
miake annual pligrimages to Bologna and

arcund on. The SY is everything you expect
Trom & twin and it's a fantastic afl-rounder;

you with earsy power and rapid thiink Ruid-coolied angines ruin perfectly The anty fly in the cintment is cheap
vertaking and they let you enjoy everything  good motoncyeles, stop reading row and construction. Our test bike had done just
from a bwo-up continental holiday to'a put the 100008 down in first place. ltoozes  undar 4000 miles and the downgises had
summer’s track day. chans, torgue and speed. And it's red. lraady turmed an ugly brovwn.

Or rather thro of them can. The Ducati I & more cefingte third placa is Honda's Suffering from nane of this is Aprilia’s

s just 2 it fociesed to be a jack dependable FireStorm. It's a fine bike but Falco. Undarrated since its faunch in 2001,
ofalktrades. It can boogia harder then any the thirsty carbs and dated suspension leave  the Faloo i finally dropging to.a mees
of the other machines here. but Rcertainy it kigging behind. Oina more positive note, affordable prica. The Htafian bike boasts
won't b as hisgoy getting up for work the Iook carefully and you'll find paralleimports  build quality to rival Honda and the best
next moering... Dapending on same key: for as little &s E4700, performance, Whether it's skcing through
questions; tha 100DS either comes last o Tha Suruki comes sacond - and thers urban jams, ripping up the track or posing
fiest. H you theik tha Sunday morming blast aro somap bEnding deals avaslable. We've v thee puth, the Falon's & winner. Aprifia
should never be less thar 100 miles, you seen new hikes going for a fittle as E: have blassed & with bits that shouldn't be on
hata o leavm your plion at b o id the unfai it Found f 8 bekan costing E54480. 1's up these with the
think ragulée tnips across the channel ame 4409 It's gt a kvely engi d best and mak eling argument to

i Rooks and i & ruadly classy bk to toote any biker of any ability.

ssantal thapricey Ducatfs Fourth ploce.

B 412 havo bisssod the
Falco with bits that shouldn't be
on a bike costing £6448"




